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Retired Editor Ken Johnson Enters New Chapter of Serving
Ministry Through Music, Light Construction, Spoiling Grandchildrenby Mike Brown

 After serving as editor of 
the Sac and Fox News for nine 
years, Ken Johnson is now fol-
lowing a new chapter in his life 
with a focus on ministry, mu-
sic, light construction work and 
spoiling his grandchildren.  
 He submitted his retirement 
resignation over a year ago. But, 
when a replacement became 
�K�D�U�G���W�R���¿���Q�G�����K�H���D�J�U�H�H�G���W�R���V�W�D�\���R�Q��
board, part time, on a month-to-
month basis to publish the trib-
al newspaper until a new hire 

could be enlisted.  Following his 
�¿���Q�D�O�� �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �0�D�U�F�K���� �-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q��
immediately returned to light 
construction work with a to-
tal rebuild of the kitchen at the 
First Assembly of God church 
in Prague where he and his wife, 
LaDona, are active members.
 “I did major construction 
work before I got into the news-
paper industry. I would bid 
and remodel HUD homes for 
resale.  LaDonna and I owned 

�W�K�H�� �3�U�D�J�X�H�� �Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�� �I�R�U�� �¿���Y�H��
years before I began at the 
Sac and Fox News,” he noted.  
LaDona has now worked at the 
�0�H�U�O�H�� �%�R�\�G�� �&�H�Q�W�H�U�� �I�R�U�� �D�O�P�R�V�W��
nine years, where she currently 
serves as lead community health 
representative.
 “Now, I like to do small con-
struction work like dry wall, tile 
and remodeling.  But, my hob-
�E�L�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �K�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���� �¿���V�K�L�Q�J���� �Z�U�L�W��
ing, singing and playing gospel 

music and, repairing and custom 
building musical instruments. I 
am also an ordained minister.  
�0�\�� �P�D�L�Q�� �J�R�D�O�� �Q�R�Z�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �V�S�R�L�O��
our grandchildren,” Ken added.
 Ken and LaDona have two 
adult children. Daughter Velvet, 
of Prague, works in the home 
�K�H�D�O�W�K���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�����Z�L�W�K���D�Q���R�I�¿���F�H���L�Q��
Seminole.  Son David, and wife 
�0�R�Q�L�F�D�����R�I���3�U�D�J�X�H�����D�U�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G��
in mission work in Uganda, 
Rwanda and Kenya. They work 
to establish schools, churches 
and industries in those underde-
veloped countries.  David is also 

involved in the pipeline indus-
try.
�� �,�Q�� �D�� �P�H�V�V�D�J�H�� �¿���U�V�W�� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G��
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �0�D�U�F�K�� ���������� �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q����
Ken Johnson wrote in part: “I 
have enjoyed working for the 
Nation and made many lasting 
friends.  The Bible teaches that 
love is the greatest command-
ment of all, and it’s my desire 
that you have witnessed that in 
my life.  Such a simple solution 
to a world of hate and unrest. 
�0�\�� �Z�L�I�H�� �D�Q�G�� �,�� �Z�L�O�O�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�R��
pray for the Sac and Fox Nation, 
that you will be blessed beyond 
measure and encounter new and 
exciting horizons.” 

Over 350 Attend Easter
Egg Hunt, Lunch and Festivities

Children kept the Easter Bunny hopping during the 2018 Eas-
ter Egg Hunt and festivities coordinated by the Sac and Fox 
Nation Activity Committee on Saturday, March 31 in the Com-
munity Bldg. at Jim Thorpe Memorial Park.  Over 350 people 
attended the event, and enjoyed grilled hamburgers, hotdogs, 
deviled eggs and all the trimmings.  Dozens of door prizes 
were given, and youngsters enjoyed painting and Easter Egg 
decorating, in addition to traditional outdoor egg hunts.  See 
more highlights inside this edition.      (Photo by Mike Brown)

Ken Johnson is pictured at the First Assembly of God church in Prague, where he recently 
helped with a complete rebuild of the kitchen facility.         (Photo by Mike Brown)

Upcoming
Events
In May

May 2
Sac and Fox

Veterans Meeting
Cultural Center

May 9
Sac and Fox

Elders Meeting
Stroud

May 12
Elders Mother’s

Day Dance
Community Bldg.

May 26
Veterans

Gourd Dance
Jim � orpe 

Memorial Park

May 3
Sauk Language

College &
Heritage Fair
Gymnasium

May 2
Business

Committee
Meeting

May 17
Sac and Fox
Victory Day
Tribal O�  ces

Closed

PUBLIC NOTICE
A regular called meeting 

of the Sac and Fox Nation 
Business Committee 

is to be held on 
May 2, 2018 

at 9:30 a.m. in the Small 
Conference Room of the 
Social Services Building, 
Sac and Fox Reservation, 

Stroud, Okla.

�7�U�L�E�D�O���¶�9�L�F�W�R�U�\���'�D�\�·���6�L�O�Y�H�U���-�X�E�L�O�H�H���L�V���0�D�\������
Renaissance of

Tribal Governments

���&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���R�Q���3�D�J�H������

�� �0�D�\�� �������� ���������� �P�D�U�N�V�� �W�K�H���6�L�O��
ver Jubilee anniversary of the 
�����������X�Q�D�Q�L�P�R�X�V���8�����6�����6�X�S�U�H�P�H��
�&�R�X�U�W�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�� �X�S�K�R�O�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
Sac and Fox Nation’s power 
to impose and collect motor 
vehicle registration taxes and 
invalidating an unlawful Okla-
homa state tax on certain Indian 
properties:  motor vehicles and 
income.     
�� �7�K�H�� �W�U�L�E�H�� �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�V�� �0�D�\�� ������
of each year as a national holi-
day and ‘Victory Day’ in the Sac 
and Fox Indian country.
�� �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� ���������¶�V���� �2�N�O�D�K�R�P�D��
�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�G�� ���� �,�Q�G�L�D�Q�� �W�U�L�E�H�V�� �Z�K�R��
exercised their rights of sov-
ereignty and self-government.  
�:�L�W�K�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �&�L�W�L�]�H�Q��
Band Potawatomi Indian Tribe 
�����������������W�K�H���6�D�F���D�Q�G���)�R�[���1�D�W�L�R�Q��
���������������� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �&�K�L�F�N�D�V�D�Z�� �1�D��
�W�L�R�Q�� ���������������� �W�K�H�� �8���6���� �6�X�S�U�H�P�H��
�&�R�X�U�W�� �U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�H�¶�V�� �D�W��
tempts to regulate, control or 
�S�U�R�K�L�E�L�W�� �W�U�L�E�D�O�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �D�O�O�� ����
federal court cases.
 The Sac and Fox Nation ini-
tiated the renaissance of Indian 
�W�U�L�E�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q�������������Z�L�W�K��
the enactment of its comprehen-
�V�L�Y�H���6�D�F���D�Q�G���)�R�[���&�R�G�H���R�I���/�D�Z�V��������
 “Historically, tribal leaders 
were merely advisors to the Bu-
�U�H�D�X�� �R�I�� �,�Q�G�L�D�Q�� �$�I�I�D�L�U�V�� �R�I�¿���F�L�D�O�V��
or, the tribe simply contracted 

and administered federal pro-
grams. The tribal laws were de-
veloped to create a tribal econ-
omy where none existed.  The 
laws promoted, strengthened 
and regulated business, eco-
nomic and industrial develop-
ment of Indian lands.  The new 
laws would serve and protect 
the needs of all people and im-
prove the tribal members’ qual-
�L�W�\���R�I���O�L�I�H���´���V�D�L�G���7�U�X�P�D�Q���&�D�U�W�H�U����
who served as Sac and Fox tax 
�G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���I�U�R�P�������������W�R������������
 “Arguably, one of the new 
tribal laws, the General Reve-
�Q�X�H�� �D�Q�G�� �7�D�[�D�W�L�R�Q�� �$�F�W�� �R�I�� ����������
was, and still is today, the great-
est and most successful tribal 
economic development venture 
the tribe has ever undertaken.  
The Act established a perpetual 
tribal revenue stream.  The laws 
were intentionally enacted to de-
velop and attract new business-
es to Indian lands and to capture 
new non-federal sources of rev-
enue to the tribe.  A sound tax 
policy was developed and the 
tribal tax rates were purposely 
set at generally lower rates than 
the surrounding jurisdictions,” 
�&�D�U�W�H�U���D�G�G�H�G��
 This Sac and Fox law model 
was followed by many tribes.  
�7�K�H�� �6�D�F�� �D�Q�G�� �)�R�[�� �¿���Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �V�X�F��
cess inspired other tribes to pur-
sue tribal business economic 
development ventures of their 
own.                                     
   The Act provided a favorable 
environment for businesses by 
authorizing, regulating and tax-
ing business activities on Sac 
and Fox lands.  Taxes were lev-
ied on tobacco, sales, earnings, 
leasehold possessory interests, 
oil and gas production, and bin-
go.

   Later, motor vehicle registra-
tion, gaming, and alcohol tax-
es would be added.  All of the 
taxes, except the motor vehicle 
registration taxes, were paid 
principally by non-Indians since 
they were the business owners 
responsible for paying the taxes.
�� �� �� �7�K�H�� ���������� �P�R�W�R�U�� �Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�� �U�H�J��
istration tax was the only tribal 
tax primarily imposed on tribal 
members’ property:  motor ve-
hicles garaged on their Indian 
property.  “This was certainly 
a revenue-raising measure; but 
just as importantly, it was an 
act of a sovereignty designed 
to oust an unlawful state motor 
vehicle tax on tribal members’ 
�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���´���&�D�U�W�H�U���Q�R�W�H�G��

 One-Percent Automobile Excise Tax Enacted
by Mike Brown

�� �$�W�� �W�K�H���$�S�U�L�O�� ������ �G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�D�O��
�G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�V�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���� �&�K�L�H�I�� �.�D�\��
Roads informed directors of 
�W�K�H���$�S�U�L�O���������G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���6�D�F��
�D�Q�G���)�R�[���%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���W�R��
enact a one-percent excise tax 
on the transfer of title for au-
tomobiles. The tax will also be 
assessed on the registration of 
farm trucks, motorcycles, man-
ufactured homes and recreation-
al vehicles. 
�� �&�K�L�H�I�� �5�R�D�G�V�� �Q�R�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �W�D�[�� �L�V��
a one-time charge, based on the 
purchase price of the vehicle.  
The excise tax will take effect 
�-�X�O�\�� �������� ������������ �� �7�K�H�� �P�L�Q�X�W�H�V��
�I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H��
meeting can be found in this edi-
tion of the Sac and Fox News, 
and notices pertaining to the ex-
cise tax can also be found in this 
edition.
�� �,�Q�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���� �&�K�L�H�I��
Roads noted that timely grant 
applications are being prepared 
to assist with the upcoming ren-
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ovation and expansion of the 
�%�O�D�F�N���+�D�Z�N���+�H�D�O�W�K���&�O�L�Q�L�F��
�� �0�D�L�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �'�H�S�W���� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U��
J. Paul Wilson said preparations 
are underway for the seasonal 
opening of the tribal swimming 

�S�R�R�O�� �L�Q�� �P�L�G���0�D�\���� �D�Q�G�� �D�O�V�R�� �I�R�U��
the annual Sac and Fox Nation 
Powwow  to be held in July at 
�-�L�P���7�K�R�U�S�H���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���3�D�U�N����
 Directors viewed a video ti-
tled, “What is Policy?”  The 
content emphasized the impor-
tance and impact of public and 
organizational policies. 

Pubic Comments Wanted for Long-Range
Lincoln County Transportation Plan 
�� �&�H�Q�W�U�D�O�� �2�N�O�D�K�R�P�D�� �(�F�R��
nomic Development District 
���&�2�(�'�'������ �K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�H�G�� �L�Q��
Shawnee, is working with the 
Oklahoma Department of Trans-
�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���2�'�2�7���� �W�R�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S��
a Long-Range Transportation 
�3�O�D�Q�� �I�R�U�� �/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\���� �� �7�K�H��
development of the plan is being 
�V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���2�N�O�D��
homa Regional Transportation 
�3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���&�2�5�7��
�3�2�����%�R�D�U�G������
 Planning staff is asking for 
comments from the public and 

any interested groups.   “There 
is a two page survey available.  
You may receive one in the 
�P�D�L�O�����R�U���¿���Q�G���R�Q�H���D�W���W�K�H���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q��
�&�R�X�Q�W�\�� �&�R�X�U�W�K�R�X�V�H�� �R�U�� �D�W�� �&�L�W�\��
Hall in your community,” said 
�*�D�L�O���7�K�R�P�D�V�����&�2�5�7�3�2���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�U��������
 The surveys can also be print-
�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �&�2�(�'�'�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H��
at coedd.net under the head-
�L�Q�J�� �µ�&�2�5�7�3�2���¶�� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�L�O�H�G�� �W�R��
�&�2�(�'�'���&�2�5�7�3�2���� �������� �1�� �%�H�O�O��
�6�W�U�H�H�W���� �6�K�D�Z�Q�H�H�� �2�.�� �������������� �R�U��
�V�H�Q�W���E�\���)�D�[���W�R����������������������������

���&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���R�Q���3�D�J�H������


